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On Jan. 9, the Brazilian government announced an agreement with gold miners who have been
illegally mining on the Yanomami Indian reservation in northwestern Brazil for the past two
years. Justice Ministry spokesperson Vinicius Becker told AP by telephone Jan. 10 that there is no
guarantee the miners will not return to the reservation. The agreement states that government
agents will stop removing the miners from the reservation, in return for the miners surrendering
their guns to police and voluntarily leaving the reservation. They are to be moved to three adjacent
areas totaling 1.6 million acres, which originally belonged to the Yanomami and are still claimed
by the tribe. On Jan. 8, federal police with machine guns occupied the airport in Boa Vista, capital
of Roraima state and the main supply point for the miners, and closed clandestine dirt air strips in
the area. Miners protested in the streets of Boa Vista. Small planes buzzed the airport in support of
the miners. Many miners were reportedly ready to resist police efforts to dislodge them from the
jungle. Under the agreement, the miners also promised to use filters to reduce water pollution from
mercury, used in gold panning. Federal police are to register all air landing strips in the new mining
areas to control prospecting. About 9,000 Yanomamis reside on reservation lands in Roraima state.
About 70% of the tribe's original 23 million acres has been transformed into national forests and
parks. At present, the Yanomami reservation consists of 19 separate areas totaling about 5 million
acres. (Basic data from AP, 01/10/90)
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